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For Immediate Release: 
EIU STUDENT RESEARCHERS CATCH EYES OF ILLINOIS LEG ISLA TORS 
CHARLESTON -- Nineteen students from Eastern Illinois University recently 
showcased their academic and research projects to members of the Illinois General 
Assembly. 
The group, representing all four of Eastern's colleges, set up easels for their poster 
displays in the south hall of the Illinois Capitol's rotunda, and spent several hours 
discussing their findings with legislators and other interested persons as they passed by. 
"I was particularly pleased that Senator Judy Myers and Representative Dale 
Righter were able to greet the students and view their projects," said Jill Nilsen, acting vice 
president for external relations. "There was a steady stream of legislators and visitors who 
came through the capitol and looked at the posters." 
"I was very happy that they took the time to come to Springfield and put up the 
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boards," Righter said. 
Although legislators were busy in session that day, Righter tried to make time to 
chat with each of the traveling scholars and to view their projects-- some of which, he 
admitted, he had a hard time understanding because of their complexity. "I was very 
impressed by (the students') work. (Some of the subject matter) was just mind-boggling 
to me," he said. 
Nilsen, along with Lida Wall, dean of Eastern's College of Sciences, and several of 
the students' faculty mentors, accompanied the young researchers to Springfield. Joseph 
Williams, assistant professor in psychology, was one of those mentors. 
"I think it was a way in which to say thank you to the legislators for giving us the 
support that they have given us while, at the same time, sending the message that we 
could use even more support," Williams said. "We demonstrated that our students are 
generating some excellent research, and it sent a very strong message that the university 
is working-- and is willing to continue to work-- to let our students get ahead." 
Sarah Bordenkircher, a 21-year-old senior psychology major from Jacksonville, 
was able to visit with various legislators and explain her research titled "An Investigation 
of Construct Validity: Relations Between the Adjustment Scales for Children and 
Adolescents and the Preschool and Kindergarten Behavior Scales." 
"I think this was a good way for Eastern to show the state that we are a good quality 
institution," Bordenkircher said. 
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Amanda Perry, a 21-year-old senior psychology major from Schiller Park, 
showcased her research on ''The Adjustment Scales for Children and Adolescents: Short 
Term Stability." 
"Overall, it was a good experience," she said. "Just being there showed them what 
Eastern is all about, and that we are worth everything they put into us." 
Melissa Rycerz, a 23-year-old senior biological sciences major from Chesterton, 
Ind., said she was glad that her research finally paid off and that she got to show it to state 
legislators. Rycerz has been studying ways in which "Seed Color and Mechanical 
Scarification Affect Germination of Patterson Bindweed" with co-researcher Christina 
Heisler, a junior biological sciences major from Wheaton. 
"I think this was a nice opportunity to highlight for members of the General Assembly 
just a small portion of excellent academic experiences of our students," Nilsen said. "I am 
very proud of their efforts on behalf of the entire university." 
Other students attending the poster session in Springfield included: 
Ryan Bailey, senior chemistry major from Jonesboro; project, "Mechanistic Studies 
of Addition Reactions of Coordinated Diphenylphosphine." 
Nathaniel Carmichael, senior psychology major from Homewood; project, "The 
Effect of Magnesium Chloride on Brain Stimulation Reward Thresholds." 
Heather Hundley, senior chemistry major from Springfield ; project, "Binding 
Specificity of G Protein by Subunits." 
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Richard Keaton, senior chemistry major from Belleville; project, "Intramolecular 
Hydrogen Bonding Metal Carbonyl Complexes." 
Nick Macellaio, senior mathematics major from Wheaton; project, "Genetic 
Algorithm for Braid Index." 
Karen Popp, senior biological sciences major from New Lenox; project, "The Effects 
of Stream Fragmentation on Fish Communities." 
Bryan Mose, senior business education major from Springfield; project, "A Mock 
Civil Trial. " 
Brendan Lynch, senior philosophy major from Charleston; project, "Desire and 
Language." 
Helen Farris, senior marketing major from Enfield; project, "Information Technology 
in the New Millennium." 
Jeremiah Aeschleman, graduate student in chemistry from Roanoke; project, "Gas 
Phase Acidities." 
Jessica Baack, graduate student in biology from Charleston; project, "Foraging and 
Predation Risk in the Eastern Chipmunk." 
Timothy Johnson, graduate student in psychology from Charleston; project, "The 
Effect of Topic, Value Conflict and Accountability on the Cognitive Complexity of Religious 
Fundamentalists." 
Julie Hall, graduate student in education from Broadlands; project, "A Balanced 
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Approach to Teaching Reading." 
Students Perry Hill IV, a senior social sciences major from Fairview Heights, and 
Amanda Curtis, a senior music majorfrom O'Fallon, also attended, representing Eastern's 
College of Arts and Humanities. 
--30--
